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Perhaps the most meaningful memento the Temerlins have on display 
is a burlap bag that once held the possessions of Liener’s father, Pincus 

Temerlin, when he emigrated from Russia to the United States in the early 
1900s (above). “That was the treasure he started with. We have it framed 

among our treasures now because it is so meaningful,” says Karla. 

A subterranean level is accessed through a “hidden” door in the floor 
of the dining room (right). Downstairs, covering nearly every square 

inch of wall space, is a virtual photo album of family memories (below). 
“We had so much glass in the house upstairs and didn’t have many 

walls to display photos, so we used the basement,” explains Karla. In 
addition to the photos of family and friends, several dignitaries line the 
walls—including members of the Bush family, who are friends with the 

Temerlins.
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comfortable club chairs for the living room 
and porch, which they outfitted in blue 
Henry Calvin fabric with white piping to 
create a nautical effect. Norton and Johnson 
worked with Troy Delano of Alfred’s 
Upholstery in East Waterboro to select all 
the upholstery used throughout the house. 
“The goal was to make the interior sharp 
and clear to let the view shine through. The 
view is what this home is really all about,” 
explains Norton. 

In the dining room, glass on three sides 
lets in even more of the waterfront. Here, 
Norton and Johnson designed a glass dining 
room table and French chairs that are covered, 
again, in blueberry fabric by Henry Calvin. 
In addition, the home’s three bedrooms are 
outfitted in bright, airy yellows and blues 
to offset the sky and water. Throughout the 
house, large paintings of indigenous Maine 
flowers by Chilean artist German Flores 
decorate the walls. Liener sent old botanical 
prints to Flores, who then reproduced them 
on a larger scale without ever having seen the 
flowers in person.   

Norton and Johnson’s interior design is 
a classic example of how small touches can 
have a big impact. “The house really started 
to sparkle when we met them—they brought 
a lot of it together,” says Karla of Norton 
and Johnson. “When you are using what you 
have, you wind up with a mix of solids and 
prints—but ML and Brett made it cohesive 
and brought a sense of calm to it,” says 
Karla. “Sparkle” is a word used often when 

From their enclosed porch, the Temerlins enjoy ocean views amid 
clusters of hydrangea bushes that line the perimeter of the house 
(above). The landscape was designed by Liener himself, while Dan 
Vemond of Kennebunkport did the plantings.
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discussing the Temerlin home, but Norton also applies it 
to the homeowners themselves. “I believe houses should 
look like the people who live in them. This house does—it 
just sparkles and so do the Temerlins,” says the designer.

Just beyond the house, a row of large rocks separate 
the sand from the velvety grass and offer a place to sit 
in front of the water. Sculptor William Royall carved 
the boulders into seats and lounges for the Temerlins to 
enjoy the views. Smaller rocks in between are inscribed 
with the grandchildren’s names—each has his or her own 
special spot, just steps away from where their grandfather 
first gave in to the house’s beckoning. “We brought those 
rocks with our grandchildren’s names on them all the way 
from our house in Texas,” says Karla. 

Like the generations before them, the Temerlins will 
always find a special place for the treasures of family. MH+D

A row of white rocking chairs offers a breathtaking resting place behind 
a line of large rocks separating the beach from the grass (above). 

Several of the rocks have been carved into sitting areas by sculptor 
William Royall (right). In between the boulders, smaller rocks inscribed 
with the names of each of the Temerlin grandchildren have a special 
place along the shoreline.
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