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This traditional dining room in Cape Elizabeth (opening page) employs
classic details with a twist for its elegant appeal. Designer and builder Russ
Doucette of Scarborough set the coffered ceiling on the diagonal, visually
expanding the length of the room. The paneled arch entry frames a room of
refinement and style.

This modestly sized dining room, designed by Dominic Mercadante of
Belfast, is given outsized style with a vaulted ceiling painted the color of a
Maine summer sky (right). The rich details of the room, including oversized
trim and moldings, a classic chandelier, and cove lighting, make every meal a
cause for celebration.

Cape Elizabeth architect Josef Chalat designed this cozy alcove off the
dining room as a retreat for the homeowners (below). The room is topped by
an octagonal vaulted ceiling with Douglas fir beams and pine tongue-and-
groove paneling. Stacked awning windows open to a pine forest just beyond
the house, creating an airy, scented sanctuary with enchanting views.
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In addition to paint, applied moldings
can be used to create drama and interest
overhead. Tracy Davis of Urban Dwellings
pays as much attention to the space above a
room as to its floor and walls. “It is often easier
to define a space with a ceiling treatment
before the furnishings go in,” says Davis.
“Breaking up a long space using moldings
or beams often allows for easier furniture
placement.” Davis is careful about the
location of recessed lights and ceiling vents,
scrupulously avoiding the dreaded “ceiling
acne,” the overhead jumble of disparate, and
often distractingly unattractive, lighting and
venting elements.

In homes both old and new, a ceiling
can punctuate the decor or make a bold
statement of its own. Architectural designer
Joe Waltman of Anastos and Nadeau in
Yarmouth uses creative ceiling design to

Designer and Builder
FitzPatrick Associates

Architectural Designer
Joe Waltman -

Builder —_—
Anastos & Nadeau ) :

This light-drenched family room, designed A - S ’

and built by FitzPatrick Associates of Cape . - : - e
Elizabeth, is topped by a soaring cathedral : / ke,
ceiling (top) with painted, exposed beams. The s s | 4 ’
dramatic ceiling caps breathtaking water views f
as it meets the wall of windows. The drama of
the room is continued in the details, including a
double vertical ceiling fan with canvas paddles.

“l want it to look like the inside of a yacht.” (,\
These were the instructions the homeowner
gave architectural designer Joe Waltman of ; -1

Anastos & Nadeau in Yarmouth when they first s i =YW — — ]
talked about this renovation project. In the third " @“"
story of a classic island Victorian house (right), &’

Waltman gave the homeowner everything he ) |
wanted and more. The ceiling is built to look —
like that of a ship’s cabin, with mahogany 2 = =
ribbing and porthole light openings. At the far | i uhi i
end, the captain’s berth connects to the ceiling, dH i ‘ - B - o Ly
adding a sleeping loft to the nautical room. / il |
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emphasize and enhance the style of the
project. For a very formal home in Cape
Elizabeth, he used a groin vaulted ceiling, a
technique that dates back to ancient Rome,
giving the room a feeling of spaciousness

and grandeur. In simpler, more casual
settings, like an oceanfront cottage,
Waltman has used exposed beams to add
a feeling of coziness and authenticity.
“When you design for a new project and
have higher ceiling proportions it’s great
to get creative and draw the eye upward,”
says Waltman. “Even if you have standard-
height ceilings, it’s possible to fool the eye
with paint techniques or the creative use of
crown molding.”

Whether it is a supporting player or
the star of the scene, a well-crafted, well-
designed, and carefully finished ceiling
can complete the look of any room. On
these pages you'll find a variety of ceiling
scenallllBPXopping rooms with style and
flair.
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Designer Tracy Davis of Urban
Dwellings in Portland worked
with the homeowners on the
renovation of their ’70s era home
(top) to add style and definition
to a long undefined living area.
One elegant yet inexpensive
solution was to use applied
molding on the ceiling, adding
interest and defining the space.

Linda Banks created an airy
office space by adding windowed
dormers whose lines and angles
add interest and detail to the
room (left). The period carriage
light is perfectly framed by

the geometry of the dormered
ceiling.
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